
HOSTING A ONE-TIME GATHERING OF YOUTH 
 
These are the current parameters for hosting a single, one-time gathering of youth. The single 
occurrence gathering is literally single (once this summer)—not recurring (not weekly or otherwise). It’s 
also contingent on a number of factors (listed below), and the guidance could very well change soon 
with the dynamics of rising COVID cases.  

 
Q: Can parishes host one-time, single-occurrence gatherings of youth, young adults, etc. this 
summer? 
 
A: We know that everyone is anxious to meet face-to-face with the youth and facilitate some 
type of gatherings in person.  Regular (weekly) faith formation, including youth ministry, should 
remain virtual for the time being this summer. However, if a parish wants to have a one-time 
gathering, such a gathering is permitted as long as the pastor approves and all safety protocols 
are met. These protocols include: 

• Meeting outside is preferred, but a large indoor space (gym, cafeteria, social hall, etc.) 
would be the next best option. The meeting space needs to be able to accommodate all 
safety and distancing requirements. 

• Taking temperatures of all youth participants and cleared adult chaperones is required 
before inclusion in the gathering. 

• Maintain proper social distancing and wear masks if meeting indoors.  Masks are not 
required if meeting outdoors, but social distancing should still be followed.  

• Crowd size is limited to 25, including the proper ratio of cleared adult chaperones:  
o Up to 22 middle schoolers with 3 cleared adults (1:8 ratio) 
o Up to 22 high schoolers with 3 cleared adults (1:10 ratio) 

• If food is needed, boxed or BYO meals are required (providing common dishes is a major 
contamination factor). 

• Group singing is discouraged. 
• Frequent hand washing and/or sanitizing is encouraged. 
• Parental permission is required for a youth’s participation. 
• For any gatherings of young adults or older (post high school and 18 or older), similar 

stipulations apply absent parental permissions and chaperone requirements. 

 
We will continue to let you know of any updates that we are made aware of. 
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